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Design and Technology – Resistant Materials Worksheet

BARE FACTS | Assessment

In this worksheet you will be asked to consider how some cosmetic and 
toiletry products are packaged.

Lipstick
l What do you think are the main reasons why people wear lipstick? 

l  Lipstick is usually packaged in tubes with a twist-up mechanism for application – why do you think this 
is? Lipsticks can also come in liquid form; what are the differences in packaging for this type of product?

Deodorant
l	 	Deodorants	can	come	in	many	forms	from	solid	sticks	to	liquid	sprays.	List	these	different	forms	and	

what their usual packaging is. Then think of how the same form of deodorant could be repackaged 
and whether the alternative would give an environmentally lower impact ie by using biodegradable, 
environmentally friendly materials. You may want to set this out in a table as shown here:

Form	of	Deodorant Typical Container/Packaging Environmentally  
Lower Impact Alternatives

Foundation
l  Liquid foundations are sold in glass bottles, pump dispensers or plastic tubes; why do you think they are 

packaged in these different ways and what do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of each 
container? Think about the needs of the users, the function of the product, hygiene, reliability, safety and 
cost	as	well	as	the	filling	process	during	manufacture,	storage	and	transport.	How	do	you	think	all	these	
factors	affect	the	final	packaging	design?	

Toothpaste
l Remembering the above factors, say why you think toothpaste is usually sold in plastic tubes.

Shampoo
l  List as many factors as you can that people may take into consideration when buying shampoos or hair 

products. Rate these on a scale of 1-5 where 5 is most important and 1 is the least important.

l  Hair products are often sold in clear or see-through plastic bottles - why do you think this is the case?

Face Wash
l  A designer cosmetic company is developing a new face wash which will be marketed as a luxury item. 

What kind of packaging would you recommend and why? What materials would you use? 




